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Included below is a press release highlighting the upcoming presentation by Al Beamer, 
quarterback of the undefeated 1968 Ferris State University football team. As part of the Sports 
Speaker Series, Beamer will present, "Living and Dying to Play: The Joys and Tragedies of a 
Lifelong Sports Career." Any questions about this release, or requests for interviews, can be 
directed to Sandy Gholston, News Services and Social Media Manager.

To read the online version of this story, visit: 
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/archive/2013/april/beamer.htm
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Alumnus Alan Beamer to Speak on a Life-Long Sports Career

BIG RAPIDS – Ferris State University alumnus and former Bulldog football quarterback Alan 
Beamer will be a featured speaker on the Big Rapids campus, Wednesday, Apr. 3. The topic of 
his presentation is “Living and Dying to Play: The Joys and Tragedies of a Life-Long Sports 
Career.”

The event takes place in College of Business Room 111 and begins at 6 p.m. Beamer plans to 
share stories of his life as a student-athlete, coach and ultimately as a victim of brain damage 
suffered as a result of multiple concussions he endured playing football. The concussions have 
affected his vision.

Mariah Kennedy, a senior in the Journalism Technical Communication program, is coordinating 
the event. Said Kennedy, “Alan’s inspirational story would be beneficial to any student who is 
driven to play or work in the field of sports.”

Beamer, the latest to participate in the annual Sports Speaker Series, played quarterback for the 
1968 undefeated Ferris football team. He later coached at Big Rapids High School.

The presentation is free and open to the public. It is co-sponsored by the Sports Careers and 
Ferris State Public Relations registered student organizations.



For more information contact Sandy Alspach at (231) 591-2779.
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