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Included below are TWO press releases from the Ferris State University Board of Trustees 
meetings on Friday, Nov. 2 at the Federal Building in Grand Rapids. Trustees voted new officers 
and approved a number of items including granting a green light toward a new University Center 
that will be a centerpiece of student life on the Big Rapids campus. Any questions about this 
release can be directed to Sandy Gholston, News Services and Social Media Manager.

 
To read the online versions of these stories, visit:
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/archive/2012/october/trustees.htm
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/archive/2012/october/officers.htm
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Trustees Approve Funds for University Center Renovation Project

GRAND RAPIDS – The Ferris State University Board of Trustees granted approval to proceed 
with funding to develop a new University Center during its regular meeting on Friday, Nov. 2 at 
the Federal Building in Grand Rapids.

Board members voted to allocate funding in the range of $30 million to $35 million toward the 
final design, to solicit bids and to negotiate and enter into contracts required to renovate the 
facility that will replace the Rankin Student Center on the Big Rapids campus. The full project 
also includes demolition of nearby Carlisle and Masselink halls to provide additional parking for 
the new center. Funds also will be used for required site work, including reimbursable costs, 
university indirect costs, equipment, fixtures and furnishings.

The University Center is a component of Ferris’ campus master plan. During the last three to 
four years, the university has worked to build a financial reserve to help fund this project. The 
balance of funding for the facility will be provided through a bond issue with the debt service to 
be paid by the university’s general fund. Ferris is committed to the completion of the project 
without a new fee or tuition increase for students.

The UC will provide additional space for student organizations to meet and will offer a mix of 
food, retail and entertainment options to meet the needs of residential and commuter students, 
and the rest of the university community.

The university completed a visioning stage for the planning process when it received a final 
report from consultants Brailsford and Dunlavey. At the March 23 board meeting, authorization 
was granted for the procurement of professional services for preconstruction planning. Neumann 



Smith teamed with design partner KSS architects and food services consultants Porter Khouw as 
the design team for the project. Christman Company was selected to provide construction 
management services. These professional services firms have collaborated with the University 
Center planning committee to develop a comprehensive program statement and project budget.

The demolition of Carlisle and Masselink halls is expected to begin in either the spring or 
summer of 2013, while the renovation project for the UC is expected to begin in May 2013 and 
be completed by Aug. 1, 2014.

As part of the project, the university intends to lease real estate just south of campus in the Big 
Value Center near the Save-A-Lot grocery store on Northland Drive to serve as a temporary 
home for the campus bookstore for 17 to 18 months during the renovation. Some other Rankin 
Center offices will be relocated temporarily to Helen Ferris Hall, and the Center Ice dining 
facility will be reopened for one year to fill the void left by the closing of Westview during the 
renovation.

In other action, trustees approved:

the FY 2013 general fund operating budget as submitted and endorsed by the BOT Finance 
Committee in July. This summer, the budget was projected based on information available at 
the time. Since the BOT action in July, the state appropriations amounts have been finalized. 
The only change to the July-approved state appropriations is the addition of one-time 
tuition-restraint funding. Ferris’ 2.59-percent increase, the second lowest among the state’s 
public universities, resulted in the university receiving 14 percent of the $9 million 
tuition-restraint appropriation, or $1,269,300. The university also received $1,657,100 in 
performance funding monies, resulting in a total of $2,926,400 in one-time funding. Of that 
one-time funding, $2.6 million is being used for student scholarships. The approved base 
appropriation to Ferris remains at the FY 12 level of $41.3 million;

the FY14 room and board rates that reflect the university’s 1.9-percent increase from FY13 
rates. The Ferris room and board rate is $990 per month, based on pricing for the most 
popular plan choice for Ferris students;

authorization for Administration and Finance Vice President Jerry Scoby, or his designee, 
to proceed with the retention of necessary professional services to assist in the development 
of a formal program statement, preliminary plans and cost estimates to assist in securing 
funding and approval through the state of Michigan’s capital outlay process for a new 
Human Services Building project to serve as home to the College of Education and Human 
Services. The college has been housed in Bishop Hall, a former campus residence hall built 
in the 1960s;

The Ferris Foundation’s nomination for new members of its board of directors, Stephanie 
Leonardos, of Ada, president and CEO of Amerikam, Inc.; Michael R. Bigford, of Big 
Rapids, president and CEO of Utility Supply and Construction Company; and Karl 
Linebaugh, of Big Rapids, North Region President for Chemical Bank;

an agreement between the university and Southwestern Michigan College to provide 



admissions, promotional and recruiting services for a period of three years on the SMC 
campus in Dowagiac; and

two charter school board appointments, new sites for Kentwood-based Lighthouse 
Academy and conditional authorization for Battle Creek Montessori Academy.

The next full meeting of the Ferris State University Board of Trustees is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 22, 2013 in Big Rapids.

 

Granger Elected as the Next Chair of Ferris Board of Trustees

 

GRAND RAPIDS– FerrisStateUniversity’s Board of Trustees voted Gary Granger, of Byron
Center, as the new chair during its annual meeting in Grand Rapidsat the FederalBuilding.

 

Trustees reelected Sueann Walz, of Big Rapids, as vice chair, and Dr. Bill Lakin, of Clinton 
Twp., as the new secretary. Officer elections are effective beginning Jan. 1, 2013 and run for 
two-year terms. Granger, the chair-elect, looks forward to the opportunities ahead for the 
university.

 

“There has been such good leadership ahead of me in so many areas,” Granger said. “That makes 
it much easier for me to jump right in.  I’m looking forward to helping continue all the fine work 
that has been done so far.”

 

Granger will replace Ronald E. Snead, of Greenville, as chair, while Lakin will replace George 
Menoutes, of Flint, as board secretary. The eight-year board terms for Snead and Menoutes, both 
Ferris alumni, expire on Dec. 31. Snead reflected fondly upon his time serving on the board and 
his time as its chair.

 

“I’ve worked with nine of the 18 presidents at Ferris. I was even on the search committee that 
hired President (Robert) Ewigleben,” Snead said. “I’ve worked to support the university since 
1969, and it has always been a goal of mine to serve on this board.  As we move forward, I 
believe Ferris is well positioned to be one of the leaders in higher education in this country.”

 

Gov. Rick Snyder reappointed Granger to a new eight-year term on the board on Jan. 25, 2011. 



His term runs through Dec. 31, 2018. Granger is founder, owner and president of Granger 
Group, a national real estate brand development company that provides investment, financing, 
development, design/build, asset management and property management services.

 

Walz was originally appointed by Gov. Jennifer Granholm to the board for an eight-year term 
that began Jan. 1, 2007 and runs through Dec. 31, 2014. She is a member of The Ferris 
Foundation Board of Directors and the Ferris’ Founder’s Club, has served as co-chair of Ferris’ 
Bulldog Hockey Locker Room fundraiser and has received recognition from the hockey Blueline 
Club and the Pete Peterson Award from the Athletic department. Walz was co-chair of the 
Mecosta County Chamber of Commerce Holiday Gala for 10 years and in 1996 served as 
chamber president. She has served as president and vice president of Friends of Ferris, the 
university’s political action group, and has served on its executive board for 17 years.

 

Lakin, of ClintonTownship, was appointed to the Board of Trustees for a term ending Dec. 31, 
2014. His appointment was to fill the seat previously held by Patrick W. La Pine. Lakin is 
managing partner and senior Optometrist of Family Eye Care Associates. The practice includes 
five optometrists with offices in ClintonTownship, Eastpointe and Washington Twp.

 

In other news, trustees approved future BOT meeting calendars for FY 2013-15.

 

To learn more about the university’s Board of Trustees, visit: 
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/Trustees/homepage.htm
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