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Included below is a press release regarding the Ferris State University-owned Holiday Inn Hotel 
and Conference Center in Big Rapids. The release contains information regarding the decision of 
Suburban Inns not to go through with the purchase of the facility. Any questions about this 
release can be directed to Sandy Gholston, News Services and Social Media Manager.

To read the online version of this story, visit: 
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/archive/2012/may/holidayinn.htm 
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Potential Big Rapids Holiday Inn Buyer Opts Out of Purchase

BIG RAPIDS – Suburban Inns, which operates hotels and restaurants in Grand Rapids, Holland 
and Midland, has decided not to go through with its plan to purchase the Big Rapids Holiday Inn 
Hotel and Conference Center from Ferris State University.

“Suburban Inns’ due diligence concluded that to make all of the necessary changes to satisfy the 
Intercontinental Hotel Group (IHG) franchise requirements and to go above and beyond to meet 
its own core values, the project was not viable for us,” according to Brian Beukema, president of 
Property Development of Suburban Inns.  

He added, “We are disappointed that this deal will not work for our family business. We were 
looking forward to becoming part of the Big Rapids community.”  

Jerry Scoby, Ferris’ vice president for Administration and Finance, said, “The university also is 
very disappointed that this purchase will not work for the Beukema family. We felt they would 
have been very good neighbors and community partners.”

The university, which has owned the facility since construction was completed in 1990, plans to 
reactivate marketing efforts immediately to identify another buyer for the Holiday Inn Hotel and 
Conference Center property in Big Rapids.

Day-to-day operations at the Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center will continue as normal.
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