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iting the celebration of events such as Grand Rapids’ ArtPrize for their positive impact on local 
econo

s, people need the arts for a much more basic reason. “
” Varineau said. 

“We cannot escape that we are creative beings, that we have the mental facilities to enjoy 
beauty.”

encouraged attendees to “k ” into 

“Art is something that draws us together,” said Varineau. The 

ngement workshops, and 
digital photography instruction—as well as more traditional theatre performances, concerts, and 
art classes. 
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