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Included below is a press release regarding the upcoming on-campus appearance by former U.S. 
Representative Peter Hoekstra (R-Holland) at Ferris State University on Tuesday, Sept. 20. 
Congressman Hoekstra will be on campus most of the day will be making a presentation in the 
evening in Williams Auditorium, "American Leadership Redefined in a Post-9/11 Environment." 
Any questions about this press release can be directed to Sandy Gholston, interim assistant 
director of News Services.
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Former U.S. Rep. Hoekstra to Speak at Ferris about Post-9/11 Environment

BIG RAPIDS – Peter Hoekstra (R-Holland), a former U.S. Representative from Michigan’s 
second congressional district and current candidate for the U.S. Senate, will speak at Ferris State 
University’s Williams Auditorium on Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 7 p.m. The topic of Hoekstra’s 
presentation is, “American Leadership Redefined in a Post-9/11 Environment.”

Hoekstra served in the U. S. House of Representatives from 1993 to 2011. He was the ranking 
member of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. The House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence is the primary U.S. House of Representatives committee responsible 
for oversight of the U.S. Intelligence Community.

“That history alone qualifies Congressman Hoekstra as a leading expert on issues dealing with 
9/11,” said Richard Griffin, a professor of Political Science at Ferris and campus coordinator of 
both the American Democracy Project and Political Engagement Project. “While on the Ferris 
State University campus, he will participate in a full schedule as he engages students, faculty and 
staff.”

Hoekstra’s visit is one of a series of on-campus activities sponsored by ADP and PEP to mark 
the 10

th
 anniversary of the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Griffin noted that Hoekstra’s Ferris visit will 

be an active one that includes stops in classrooms and his public presentation in Williams 
Auditorium.

“His activities include meeting with faculty and staff, visiting with students in the classroom and 
the public presentation focusing upon the lessons learned by the nation since 9/11,” Griffin said.

Hoekstra, who served nine terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, is campaigning for the 



seat held by U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Lansing).

During his time in the U.S. House of Representatives, Hoekstra visited Ferris in November 2009 
as he toured campus facilities and learned more about how Ferris is meeting the needs of the new 
economy and manufacturing opportunities, the retraining/retooling of industry and the 
environment. He toured the Granger Center for Construction and HVACR and ended his visit to 
campus as he visited with Ferris President David Eisler.

Political Engagement Project: 
http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/administration/academicaffairs/ADP/PEP/

Political Engagement Project Events:
http://www.ferris.edu/pep/events.pdf

American Democracy Project:
http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/administration/academicaffairs/ADP/ADP-purpose.htm
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