
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MHSLA Executive Board Meeting Agenda 
January 15, 2013 

10am 
Michigan Library Consortium Conference Board Room 

Lansing, MI 
  
Present 
Sheila Bryant 
Diane Gardner 
Melanie Bednarski 
Doris Blauet 
Jill Turner 
Leslie Burke 
Mark MacEachern 
Merle Rosenzweig 
Mary Hanson 
Ali Konieczny 
Judy Schroeder 
Connie Bongiorno 
 
 
1. Call to order      Diane Gardner 

Absences:  Toni Janik, Andrea Kepsel, Marilyn Kostrzewski, Nadia Lalla, Ellen O’Donnell, 
Barbara Platts and Gayle Williams, Abe Wheeler, Mary Fitzpatrick, Bradley Long 
 

Diane Gardner called the meeting to order at 10:11. 
 

2. President’s Remarks    Diane Gardner  
 
No remarks.   
   
3. Approval of minutes    Mark Mac Eachern 
  
Leslie Burke makes a motion to approve the minutes. Merle Rosenzweig seconded.  Motion passed.   
 
4. Archivist’s report    Alison Konieczny 
 

M I C H I G A N  H E A L T H  S C I E N C E S  
 
L I B R A R I E S  A S S O C I A T I O N  
 
w w w . m h s l a . o r g 



See Appendix A for report. 
 
5. Treasurer’s report    Connie Bongiorno 
 
See Appendix B for report.  
 
6. Review of Committee Reports 
 Standing Committees: 
 Audit      Marilyn Kostrzewski – Absent 
 
Diane Gardner told the Board that Marilyn Kostrzewski will work with Connie Bongiorno to do audit 
by spring. 
 
 Bylaws     Mary Hanson  
 
Nothing to report.   
 
 Communications    Abe Wheeler – absent 
 
 Conference Planning    Merle Rosenzweig  
 
Nothing to report at this moment. 
 
  ’13 Local Arrangements  Judy Schroeder 
 
See Appendix F for report.  Judy Schroeder requested from the Board $300 for room rental.  Doris 
Blauet made a motion to approve the request.  Leslie Burke seconded.  Motion passed.  
 
  ’13 Education    Mary Fitzpatrick – Absent, See Report. 
 
Diane Gardner presented Mary Fitzpatrick’s report (Appendix C).  Melanie Bednarski presented the 
current slate of CE offerings and Diane Gardner made a motion to approve the budget Mary 
Fitzpatrick put together (Appendix G). Doris Blauet made a motion to approve the budget, assuming 
an estimate for the 4th speaker be included.  Leslie Burke seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Diane Gardner presented the new MLA/GMR Webcast procedures (see Appendix D). Doris Blauet 
made a motion to approve the budget of $1600 (see Appendix E) for the webcasts MHSLA funds. 
Melanie Bednarski seconded.  Motion passed.    
 
  ’14 Local Arrangements  Sheila Bryant 
 
Sheila Bryant told the Board that Local Arrangements has decided on Soaring Eagle for the 
upcoming conference.  She mentioned that the smoking situation is much improved from prior 
experiences.  The conference will run from Oct 15-17, 2014.  See Appendix F for report. 
 
  ’14 Education                Andrea Kepsel – Absent 



 Membership     Doris Blauet  
Doris Blauet gave Treasurer Connie Bongiorno an outstanding membership cheque.  She will send 
renewal notices out in Spring.  She will send Abe Wheeler relevant registration dates for the 
newsletter. 
 
 Nominating     Stephanie Swanberg – Absent 
 
Stephanie Swanberg was absent, but Diane Gardner stated that the Committee is aware of their 
mission and deadlines.   
 
 Outreach and Advocacy   Melanie Bednarski 
 
Melanie Bednarski turned over brochures to Local Arrangements 2013.  She also located the MHSLA 
banner.   Diane Gardner suggested that we reach out to past Local Arrangement & Education chairs 
for the missing committee binders.   Diane Gardner also suggests that Committee chairs provide 
contact info for their members who are not MHSLA members.  
 
 Research     Diane Gardner 
 
Diane Gardner stated that the MHSLA research project is a work in progress. 
 
 Resource Sharing    Jill Turner  
 
Jill Turner will request funding for shipping costs at a future meeting.   
 
  Group Purchasing Subcommittee Bradley Long (absent) 
 
Jill Turner will follow up with Bradley Long about this group. 
 
 Vendor Relations  
 
Ali Konieczny, Toni Janik, and Leslie Burke currently comprise Vendor Relations.   Chair to be 
determined.  
 
 
7. Regional Group Reports: 
  ERHSLA    Melanie Bednarski 
 
Melanie mentioned that the group recently celebrated Doris Blauet’s retirement and that she will soon 
call for an EHRSLA meeting.   
 
  GMR Regional Council  Barbara Platts – Absent 
 
See Appendix H for report.  
 
  MDMLG    Gayle Williams - Absent 



  M-MHSLA    Andrea Kepsel – Absent 
 
Sheila Bryant reminded the Board that Bradley Long was recently elected as President, Susan 
Kendall as treasurer, and Andrea Kepsel as Secretary. 
 
  UPHSLC     
  WMHSLA    Mary Hanson 
 
Mary Hanson reported that she is now President.  The group is focused on the 2014 conference. 
 
8. Old Business 

  
  a.  Vendor Relations Committee? 
 
Jill Turner will connect with Bradley Long, the current VRC lead.   
 
  b.  Pricing structures for StatRef. 
 
The Board needs to come to a decision on the pricing structure by the May meeting.  
 
  c.  Teleconferencing 
 
Leslie Burke requests that we submit teleconferencing technology suggestions to her.  She will 
continue to investigate these options with Abe Wheeler.   
    
 
9. New Business   
  a.  2013 Conference Education Budget 
  b.  Other Committee Budgets 
 
Jill Turner (Resource Sharing), Doris Blauet (Membership), and Connie Bongiorno (Treasurer) will 
request budgets in March.  
 
  c.  Awards (Librarian of the Year, Lifetime Achievement..) 
 
Diane Gardner: Keep the awards in mind and let people know that they are coming up.  We plan to 
send out a notice about them in March and will hopefully have some to look at in May.  
 
  d. Connie Bongiorno promoted a job opening at her library.  
 
10.  Adjournment     Diane  
 
Leslie Burke made motion to adjourn.  Doris Blauet seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 11:11. 



Appendix A 
 

Archivist’s	  Report	  
January	  15,	  2013	  

 
Password information for the MHSLA Archives has been forwarded to Doris Blauet.  She indicated 
that she will send out this information in the near future.   
 
Spring semester should allow me more opportunities to work on the archives.  Because it is not 
currently possible to separate MHSLA photos from Ferris State University photos without adding in 
the keyword “MHSLA”, perhaps a secondary password-protected photo archive site hosted on the 
MHSLA website may be desirable.  Open Source Digital Asset Management (“a specialist site of 
Digital Asset Management News”) offers a list of open source products, and 2 of interest for 
archiving photos include: 

1. Gallery 3: http://gallery.menalto.com/ 
2. Eprints: http://www.eprints.org/ 

 
More products listed by Open Source Digital Asset Management can be found at: 
http://www.opensourcedigitalassetmanagement.org/reviews/available-open-source-dam/ 
 
Gallery 3 appears especially interesting and would allow for the creation of photo albums.  If a 
secondary photo archive is of interest to the board, further inquiries will be made with MHSLA 
webmasters regarding the feasibility of  deploying/housing the selected photo archives on the 
MHSLA website.  Suggestions for other password-protected photo archive sources are welcome. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Alison Konieczny 
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Appendix F 
 

Local Arrangements Committee Report 
January 14, 2013 

 
The Local Arrangements Committee members are: 
Brett Powers 
Judy Schroeder 
Lois Dye 
 
 
Fall meetings were held by the Local Arrangements Committee to review and recommend venues for 
the Special Event on October 17th, 2013 for the 2013 MHSLA Conference in Grand Rapids, MI.  The 
following venues were considered: 
Pierre Marquette Room (Kirkhof Center, Allendale campus, GVSU) 
Regency Room (DeVos Center, Pew campus, GVSU) 
Grand Rapids Public Museum (downtown Grand Rapids) 
Grand Rapids Art Museum (downtown Grand Rapids) 
Meijer Gardens (east side Grand Rapids) 
The Bob (downtown Grand Rapids)  
 
The Local Arrangements Committee is recommending The Bob in downtown Grand Rapids.  
Guest Capacity: 180 people, contemporary setting 
Room Rental: $300.00 
Food Spending Minimum: $19.50 per person 
Time Frame Reserved Privately: 5:00 PM to 11:00 PM 
Meal Style: Any available, Butler, Buffet, Family or Appetizer, casual cocktail style searing or 
traditional seated dining no additional fee 
Catering: Gilmore Collection 
 
The Committee will be considering options for the Welcome Reception soon.  Holiday Inn or 
University Club (DeVos Center, GVSU)  
 
Submitted by: Judy Schroeder 
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