
Academic Senate 
Agenda for the Meeting of 

February 6th, 2018 
UCB 202A 

10:00 - 11:50 am Session 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Approval of Minutes 
A. November 21st, 2017 
B. December 5th, 2017 

Open Forum 

Reports 
A. Senate President – Charles Bacon 
B. Senate Vice President – Sandy Alspach 
C. Senate Secretary – Melinda Isler 

Committee Reports 
A. University Curriculum Committee – Rusty Leonard 
B. Student Government – Patrick Maloney 
C. General Education Committee – Kristin Conley 
D. Rules Committee – Melinda Isler 
E. Arts and Lecture Committee – Bernadette Fox 
F. International Education Committee – Kemi Fadayomi 
G. Professional Development Committee – David McClendon 
H. HLC Steering Committee – Mark Thomson 

Old Business 

New Business 
A. UCC Proposal 18-059: AAS Legal Studies/BS Business Administration w/ Legal 
Studies Program Deletion – Rusty Leonard 
B. Election Committee – Charles Bacon 

Conversations with the Senate 
A. Center for Academic Literacy – Paul Blake 
B. Library Instruction Studio Room Booking – Anne Hawkins and Scott Garrison 

9. Announcements 
A. FSU President - David Eisler 
B. Provost – Paul Blake 
C. Senate President – Charles Bacon 



10.  Open Forum 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

   
  

 
 

 
  

  
  

 

  

 
 

 
  

 

 
   

 
 

 
   

  

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Minutes 
Ferris State University

Academic Senate Meeting 

November 21, 2017- 6:00 p.m. 

Members in Attendance: Alspach, Axford, Bacon, Bajor, Balanda, Berghoef, Bright, Calkins, Conley, Desmond, Drake, 
Daubert, Fadayomi, Gray, Hanna, Inabinett,  Ing, Isler, Johnson, Maike, Moore, Shimkso, Thomopson, Todd, Wancour, 
Weaver, Wyss, VanLent 
Members absent with cause: Aslakson, diNardo, Epps. Fox, Marion, Stone, Wolfer, Zube 
Members absent: 
Ex Officio and Guests: Ek, Dix, Butler, P. Jackson, Huey, Hogen, Brayton, Cosper, Rewers, Haik, Lipar, Adayanju, 
Durst, Seel, DeMarr, Teahan, A. Jackson,  Nicol, Redker, Frank, Raglin, Baker, Gogolin, Joseph, Dawson, 

1. President Bacon called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. 

2. Opening Remarks. 
Academic Program Review Chair Gary Todd thanked the committee members for their tireless efforts in 
completing the process.  He noted that recommendations have already been made to change deadlines for 
reviews for the 2018 cycle and he is working on other ways to improve the process. The committee was 
introduced. 

3. Process Improvements and General Recommendations 
Senator Desmond moved to approve the process improvements recommended by the council.  Chair Todd 
listed six process improvements including standardizing report formats, developing system so new programs 
are put on calendar, certification of accredited programs granted accreditation status if all courses under 
accredited program, programs with verified program and course level learning outcomes housed in TracDat 
can submit summary, add checklist to APR manual for topics to address and programs with faculty CVS in 
Digital Measures are not required to include as part of report. Senator Fadayomi asked if it should have 
program outcomes verified at a deans level?  Chair Todd clarified it was a administrative level.  Senator Gray 
asked about the checklists and if 1 were needed per prudential.  Chair Todd said that is an issue which may 
need to be addressed by minors task force.  Senator Balanda asked about certificates and if there was any 
formal process to review them.  Chair Todd said all the certificates they were aware of were attached to 
programs. Senator Shimko noted that his areas outcomes are verified by the deans office.  Senator Gray noted 
that ethics certificate would not fit under the recommendation for accredited program.  Senator Todd said the 
process was aware of 132 certificate programs.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the general recommendations of the council.  Senator Daubert 
seconded.  The recommendations include: 1. Create a new category- continue program with collaborative 
efforts, 2. Allow programs to hire earlier in the season to foster a better pool of candidates, 3. An equipment 
repair and replacement fund be established, 4. Provide dedicated programmatic marketing and advancement 
dollars, 5. Embedded advisors and recruiters in each of the colleges, 6. A taskforce be formed to find a 
solution to the monitoring of minors, in particular, those which are unattached and 7. University explore 
TracDat outcomes directly populated by grade entry in Banner, or by individual assignment grade entry in 
Blackboard or equivalent Learning Management system.  President Bacon noted the Senate was in process of 
creating a task force on minors and also Academic Affairs was working on dedicated programmatic funding. 
Senator Johnson asked which programs would use the collaborative efforts? Chair Todd noted this 
recommendation came from efforts which were already occurring between DAGD and Architectural 
Technology.  Motion passed. 

4. APR Program Recommendations. 

Senator Desmond moved to recommend the continuation with reporting of the History program.   Senator 
Daubert seconded. Program faculty Gary Huey noted that they provided in their two year plan a strategic plan 
and sked for more details on what was needed to address the broader issues of enrollment.  Senator Gray 



 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

   

 
    

 
  

 
 

added that the information provided in section III ratings appear to indicate strategies for growth. Senator 
Todd said that he would remove the recommendation for the report to include a strategic plan for enrollment 
growth   Senator Hanna asked if the numbers are segregated by major and minor.  Chair Todd noted the only 
data available to the committee is the number of majors in a given year.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to recommend the continuation with reporting of the Multicultural Relations Minor. 
Senator Daubert seconded. Senator Moore noted that it is an increasing problem that programs are often not 
supported when the original champion retires and at least an attempt is being made to continue this program.  
Chair Todd noted that there is going to be a task force on academic minor to help address these issues.  
Senator Balanda said that these minors are often housed in multiple departments which makes gathering the 
collected data a complicated issue.  Senator Hanna asked to what extent these minors are made up of General 
Education courses.  Chair Todd said he does not have that information. Senator Fadayomi noted that general 
education courses had been reviewed.  Associate Dean Joe Lipar said that there are often students who 
combine their general educations with minors such as these and it can be used as a recruitment tool.  Motion 
passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to recommend the continuation with reporting of the Pre-Pharmacy AS.  Senator 
Daubert seconded.  Senator Balanda observed this program exists solely for the pharmacy program and its 
model is based on requirements of pharmacy school and it made little sense to require other data.  Senator 
Alspach agreed, and put this with the values of the minors, which it may not make sense to hold to an equal 
standard for data.  Senator Isler noted she had been told that this program does qualify non-pharmacists to 
apply for certain jobs.  Chair Todd said yes that was part of the report.  Senator Thomson made a motion to 
remove the “with reporting” from the recommendation, seconded by Senator Gray. Senator Bright noted that 
not all of these students in this program do end up in pharmacy school.  Department Head David Frank noted 
many pre-science programs follow this model.  Senator Gray questioned whether or not this should be 
reviewed as a stand-alone in the next cycle.  Senator Johnson pointed out that HLC requires all program to 
create outcomes. Chair Todd agreed.. The amendment failed.  The original motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to recommend the closure of the pre-science program.  Seconded by Senator Ing.  
This was done on the recommendation of Arts and Sciences, as most of these students are moving to the 
Natural Sciences program.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue the Psychology program.  Seconded by Senator Berghoef.  Motion 
passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue the Advertising/Integrated Marketing Communications programs.  
Seconded by Senator Berghoef.  Senator Johnson asked if the 52 student enrollment reflected majors.  Chair 
Todd said yes, that was the only information available.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with reporting the Computer Information Systems program.  Seconded 
by Senator Daubert.  Senator Bajor made a statement that he had requested an extension of the eboard during 
the summer because of serious illness of program faculty members and it was not granted.  Senator Hanna 
asked if a champion was the same as a coordinator. Senator Bajor said yes.  Senator Gray asked why the 
report was due in 2018?  Chair Todd replied because there were no outcomes at all- and the other reports 
require data on outcomes already created.  Senator Moore asked for clarification of role of Jimmie Joseph.  
Chair Todd said he serves as champion of the Computer Information Systems programs and Computer 
Information Technology programs. Champion Joseph noted that while the two groups share some classes 
and schedules, they are in fact two separate seniority groups.   He commented that TracDat is not conducive 
to reporting on software systems that a changing and they base their data on what is asked for by their 
advisory board. He also notes that a plan for enrollment growth is not useful as that would require additional 
resources the program does not have.  Continuous improvement includes work within curriculum process 
with PCAFS and advisory board, with the resources they do have available.  Senator Inabinett offered to work 
with the program and advisory board recommendations to develop some data which can be used in Tracdat. 
Senator Moore made a motion to add to the recommendations in VII.  Program needs a dedicated champion, 
seconded by Maike.  Program champion Joseph noted he can do both and it makes sense with the 
connections between the two programs.  Motion to amend recommendation failed..  Original motion passed. 



   

 

 
   

 
  

 

 
 

 
   

   
 

 
 
 

 
   

 

 

   
  

   
 

 

 
 

 
  

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

Senator Desmond moved to continue the Healthcare Marketing program.  Seconded by Senator Daubert. 
Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with reporting the Human Resources Management programs.  
Seconded by Senator Ing.  Program faculty Demarr questioned the recommendation which listed stagnant 
enrollment.  Chair Todd explained that the continue with reporting recommendation has a boilerplate list of 
issues which he is required to use and not all are applicable to a particular program.  The language came from 
the provost’s office.  It was suggested that APR review using this boilerplate language as it leads to confusion.  
Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with enhancement the Marketing program. Seconded by Senator 
Daubert.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with enhancement the Dental Hygiene program. Seconded by Senator 
Wancoour.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue the Architecture programs.  Seconded by Senator Ing. Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue the digital animation and game design program. Seconded by Senator 
Daubert. Senator Baker commended on the growth of the program rankings and that the enrollment retention 
is lower in part because of the rigor of the program.  Portions of this program have been moved to the Big 
Rapids program, while continuing in Grand Rapids as well. Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with reporting the undergraduate Criminal Justice programs.  Seconded 
by Senator Weaver. Program faculty Nancy Hogan noted a new director has complicated the assessment issue 
as has several open positions.  Senator Hanna asked.  Hogan said yes the program does have 1100 majors and 
10 faculty with a ratio of 100:1.  It was also noted that the online programs are not fully online and the faculty 
are actually traveling to multiple sites to teach these courses. Chair Todd noted the faculty ratio and a 
reduction of overload is crucial.  Searches are currently underway.  Senator Alspach made a motion to move 
the reporting date to 2019, seconded by Senator Moore.  The amended recommendation passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to continue with reporting the Criminal Justice M.S. Seconded by Senator Ing. 
Senator Hanna asked if the same faculty ratios applied.  Faculty program member Hogan said yes. Senator 
Moore moved to replace the word “new locations to “different location” which was seconded by President 
Bacon.   Senator Gray moved to amend the reporting date from 2018 to 2019, seconded by Senator Wancour. 
Motion with amendments passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to have the Construction Management program 
report in September 2018. (as an accredited program in good standing) Seconded by Senator Daubert.  Motion 
passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Automotive Engineering 
Technology program (as an accredited program in good standing).  Seconded by Senator Ing. Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Heavy Equipment program (as an 
accredited program in good standing). Seconded by Senator Weaver.  Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Dental Hygiene AAS program (as 
an accredited program in good standing) Seconded by Senator Ing. Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Nuclear medicine program (as an 
accredited program in good standing) Seconded by Senator Ing. Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the International Studies minor.(and 
accept the updates).  Senator Ing seconded. 



  
 

 
  

  

 

   
   

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

   
 

 

  
 

    
 

  

   

 

  
 
 

 
 

 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Journalism and Technical 
Communications program (and accept the updates).  Senator Ing seconded. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Mathematics program with 
reporting (and accept the updates).  Seconded by Senator Weaver.  Senator Hanna asked why some programs 
had data and some did not. Chair Todd noted the only ones the committee had to review was Applied Math.  
Motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Philosophy program with reporting 
(and accept the updates).  Chair Todd noted that the report did not provide many of the specifics required, 
including outcome levels in Tracdat. Senator Gray said that the outcomes are in TracDat but the committee 
did not ask for that in the meeting and also that a curriculum map was provided.  Senator Alspach moved to 
remove the with reporting from the recommendation, seconded by Senator Berghoef.  Amended motion 
passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Computer Information 
Technology program with redirection (and accept the updates). Senator Ing seconded.  Champion Joseph said 
they had considered the original recommendation of redirection, discussed it both within the college and with 
the advisory board and it did not make sense.  Chair Todd noted this recommendation came for the issues 
relating to program level assessment requirements that the small faculty group were not able to fulfil. Senator 
Moore asked why redirection was the recommendation?  Chair Todd said this was a way to figure out the issue 
of support for the assessment.  Senator Bajor noted the only assessment that should matter is that 
recommended by the advisory board.  The addition f 1 faculty to the program has helped and tracdat is a 
backward system.  Associate Provost Teahan acknowledged that Tracdat is not a perfect system but there are 
ways and faculty who could assist this program with their setup of it.   Senator Alspach also noted the time 
commitment for inputting material into TracDatSenator Maike suggested using number of the certificates as a 
potential data point for Tracdat.    Senator Johnson asked why the program was not recommended for 
enhancement, if it needs more resources?  Chair Todd said that in order to get enhancement you have to meet 
the basic requirements of APR which this group has not been able to do for two cycles.  Senator Maike said 
that reporting is a requirement of all programs.  Senator Thomson said that it did not appear that focusing on 
a report was the best use of a small program’s faculty time.  Senator Ing pointed out this program is still 
operating under an initial report from 2015 and asked when it was up again?  Program is up again in 2021 
according to list.   Senator Moore pointed out that the reporting date of 2018 would not allow any collection 
of TracDat data and other programs had been given 2 years. Senator Ing moved to amend the motion to 
continue the program.  Senator Thomson seconded.  The amended motion passed and the recommendation 
was made to have the program report back when it was next on the cycle. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Information Security and 
Intelligence program with reporting (and accept the updates) Seconded by Senator Ing. Program coordinator 
Greg Goglin objected to the process and stated that his portfolio included the descriptions of outcomes used 
and process for program analysis based on assessment analysis report. Chair Todd did not have a copy of the 
report for reference.  Gogolin also said that these questions were not asked of him in the meeting with the 
council. Senator Ing moved to amend the motion to remove “with reporting.”  Seconded by Senator 
Thomson. Amended motion passed. 

Senator Desmond moved to approve the recommendation to continue the Industrial Technology 
Management program (and accept the updates). Seconded by Senator Ing. Motion passed. 

5 The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 



 
 

 
   

 
  

    
   

  
 

 
 

     
 

  
       

      
 

  
 

     
 

  

  
 

    
    

 
   

 
 

    

  
    

   
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

    
    

 

 

Minutes 
Ferris State University
December 5, 2017- 10:00 a.m. 

Members in Attendance: Alspach, Aslakson, Axford, Bacon, Bajor, Balanda, Baran, Berghoef, Bright, Daubert, 
Desmond, Drake, Epps, Fadayomi, Fox, Gray, Inabinett, Ing, Isler, Johnson, Maike, Moore, Rumpf, Shimko, Stone, 
Thomson, Todd,  Wancour, Weaver, Wolfer, Wyss, Zube, Zyla 
Members absent with cause: Calkins, Conley, DiNardo 

Members absent: Marion 
Ex-Officio and Guests: Maixner, Hawkins, Eisler, Nicol, Bentley, Schult,  L. Johnson, Adeyanju, M. Johnson, Blake, 
Leonard, Garrison, Reifert, Ewigleben, Martin, Venkatesh, Williams, Buse, Watson, Lopez, Nystrom, Barber 

1. President Bacon called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

2. Approval of Minutes. 
Senator Zylas moved to approve the minutes. Senator Zyla seconded. Secretary Isler noted some corrections 
had been made since packet sent. The motion passed 93% to 0 %with 7% abstaining. 

3. Open Forum 
Senator Johnson gave an update on the families of staff members in Puerto Rico that they have been sending 
donations too.  They are progressing and are very grateful for the assistance. 

Senator Alspach noted the womens volleyball team and mens football team are conference champions and 
arrangements will be made at a later date to have a photo taken with the team and a certificate given by the 
Academic Senate. 

4. Officer Reports/ President Report 
President Bacon had no report. 

Vice-President Alspach noted there is a recommendation for closure of the Health Promotions Committee 
coming up an action item. 

Secretary Isler had no report but will be speaking for the Rules Committee in committee reports. 

5. Committee Reports 
UCC Chair Rusty Leonard reported that 11 proposals have passed the UCC and two of them are coming up 
for a vote at this meeting.  They continue to work on several ongoing proposals. 

Student Government LaShay Watson gave greetings to the Senate and reported on upcoming activities such as 
the Spring RSO fair and the Big Event. 

Diversity Committee member Anil Venkatesh gave an update to the Senate on action items that they 
discussed with the Senate last spring. They have expanded their coordination of coordination beyond College 
of Engineering Technology and College of Arts and Sciences.  They are improving visibility of online diversity 
related posts They continue to work on the diversity topic for FSUS and the Endless Opportunities 
mentoring program.    They are also working on a social media presence with the assistance of Paul Zube and 
a workshop on sundown counts. 

The Academic Standards and Policy report was moved to later in the meeting. 

Rules Committee Chair Isler encouraged all senators to give suggestions for charter changes and noted there 
would be an open forum prior to the January senate meeting for suggestions. Currently there are four 
proposals including: 1. Addition of an at-large member 2. Revision of language to specify non tenure-track 
faculty terms go through September of the following year,  3. Article IV cleanup of language to list 3 non-
tenure track members, 4. Clarify that ex-officio Senate committee members are non-voting. 



 
 

  
 

 
  

  
 

  
   

 
 

     
 

  
 

  
  

    
  
   

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

    
 

   
  

 
  

  
 

   
  

  

    
 

 
   

 
 

   
   

    
  

Senator Aslakson reported on the Distinguished Teacher Committee.  The applications were due in 
November and the committee with working on scheduling the teacher observations.  The winner will have 
their name on the new plaque which is going up in the University Center. 

7a. Changes in Social Work Program. 
Senator Zyla moved to support the changes in the Social Work Program.  Senator Ing seconded.  Senator 
Stone explained that as part of their accreditation process they had been given feedback that lead to changes in 
the second year of the program.  The Leadership and Supervisory class was being split and a new clinical 
course had been added.  The fieldwork that student had been doing in the first year  was overwhelming and 
they were trying to add more balance.  The capstone course was being changed to credit / no-credit to avoid 
picking a topic for a grade.  Senator Moore and Senator Ing noted their programs also used this model for 
their capstones. Motion passed 93%- 4% with 4% abstaining. 

7b. Creation of the Legal Studies Minor. 
Senator Zyla moved to support the creation of the Legal Studies Minor.  Seconded by Senator Ing.  Program 
coordinator Gayle Lopez noted that this replaces the current AAS Legal Studies program which was a 
paralegal track but did not reflect the current student needs.  It provided a cost savings with removal of the 
paralegal parts. Senator Balanda asked about the job market for paralegals?  Coordinator Lopez said 95% get 
jobs but only 5 students in the last 17 years have gone in that direction. Senator Baran asked about impact on 
faculty to closing track?  Lopez said it impacts 2 faculty who only taught one course per year in program and 
have other courses they can teach.  Senator Gray said he supported the concept but asked about implications 
for Tuition Incentive Program students and the loss of an associate’s degree.  Lopez noted that there were 
other management minors which could help them to meet that criteria.  Motion passed 93% to 3% with 4% 
abstaining. 

7c. Closure of Health Promotions Committee 
Senator Bright moved to close the Health Promotions Committee.  Seconded by Senator Axford. He noted 
that 25 years ago as part of a grant, the university was required to create the faculty committee but it needs to 
be a more expanded group.  In 2017 a task force recommended the closure of the group.   A new committee 
which would have faculty representation is to be formed by Director of the Birkam Health Center, Lindsay 
Barber.  Motion passed 93% to 3% with 3% abstaining. 

5d. Medical Withdrawal Policy- Academic Standards and Policy 
Senator Balanda moved to support approval of the Medical Withdrawal Policy.  Senator Fadayomi seconded. 
Committee chair Nystrom said they had worked through this policy and had added a flow chart which makes 
it more clear process.  Those who do withdraw have to reapply for admission so it is a serious procedure. 
Birkam Director Lindsay Barber noted there are approximately 80 requests per year.   She also noted once this 
withdrawal is accepted a student must leave campus within 7 days.  Senator Moore said there are many pieces 
in this document which would be helpful to a faculty advisor.  Senator Ing noted there is a short term leave 
which is less official but a medical withdrawal is an offficia separation.  Motion passed 100% to 0%. 

8 Conversations with the Senate- Jake Martin, IT. 
Jake Martin the Chief Technology Officer gave a brief overview of activities within ITS.  He notes that they 
have 42 active projects.  They will be unveiling a wireless federation service called Eduram which should be 
operational by the end of December.  This will work both on campus and off-campus for faculty to be able to 
login to the Ferris network.  Moore asked what the effect this switch will have on security and cost. Martin 
noted the new system will make things easier and will also meet current federal requirements.  A new plan for 
IT which should be completed by FY2019 is also in the works.  He also noted that this year there was a 
change in the funding model for computer replacement.  The contract had returned to Dell for cost reasons. 
Also in the past the computers were funded 50% by president’s office and 50% by the provost.  It is now 
funded 50% by president, 25% by provost and 25% by department.  Senator Hanna asked if it was college 
funded or by program?  Martin did not have that answer.  Senator Stone expressed enthusiasm for the 
Eduram proposal as someone who has taught extensively off campus.   President Bacon and Vice-President 
Alspach expressed concern about not being able to opt out of replacement for the year.  Martin said this 
should be allowed. Senator Johnson and Senator Berghoef asked about software needed on computer for job?  
Martin said use the approval process through TAC.  Martin went on to discuss the replacement of the SAN 



 
   

 
 

  
  

  
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

(one in West and one in UC) whcich will provide an additional backup.  Office 365 is being extended to 
students.    A redundant serve was donated to the makerspace in the National Elastomer Center. Professor 
Venkatesh asked about how one requests space on servers such as the National Elastomer Center?  Martin 
said make a request through TAC. 

8. Announcements 
President Eisler gave comments on the recent power outage and need to subscribe to the emergency text 
messages.  He also spoke briefly on the gun incident and noted it was better to err on the side of warning v. 
not warning.  The choice was made to shelter in place, which disrupted some athletic events on campus. The 
administration is reviewing relevant policies. Eisler also noted that there are several items in the tax bill which 
could be detrimental such as a making tuition waivers taxable and doubling the standard deduction.  A state 
house bill would require providing every student a notice on the total amount of their federal loans.   He is 
collecting student stories for his commencement address.   He encouraged faculty and staff to come to the 
holiday reception. Senator Zyla asked about the student death off campus.  President Eisler said he was 
unaware.  Dean Reifert noted it was not related to Ferris. 

Provost Blake had no report 

9. Open Forum 

No comments made in open forum. 

10. The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 



    
 

    
   

  

 
  

      
     

     
         

    
          

    

  
   

      
  

 
     

   
    

    
  

    

     

     
   

   

  

    
     
    
   
    
     

General Education Committee: Senate Report for February 

The General Education Committee and New Course Recommendations: It was decided that 
the General Education Committee would honor the subcommittee’s evaluation of the course. However, 
if there is an appeal, the General Education Committee would have more involvement at that point. 

Subcommittee Recommendations: The following courses have gone through their respective 
subcommittees. 

• LITR 233 – a vote of 5-0 to approve the course for Diversity-Global. The committee also asked 
for more information (a syllabus or course outline) to be able to evaluate the PS 150 course 
transferred from Aquinas College. This course was approved. 

• ACCT201 (Principles of Accounting 1) - a vote of 4 (no support) to 2 (support) for Quantitative 
Literacy. This course was not approved but can appeal. 

• DAGD 150 (Introduction to Game Design) – a vote of 2 (support) 2 (no support) and 2 (revise and 
submit) for Culture. This course was not approved but can appeal. 

Language concerning the appointment of people to General Education committees. An initial draft will 
be shared soon. The following language was approved by the committee 

• Academic Affairs General Education Coordinator (AAGEC) is appointed by the Associate 
Provost of Academic Operations (APAO) for a term of three years. (It was noted that Clifton 
Franklund is finishing his first year of his second term.) 

• The membership of the Academic Affairs General Education Committee is appointed by the 
APAO, in consultation with the AAGEC and the Deans of the appropriate units (3 year terms). 

• The membership of the General Education Competency Subcommittee is appointed by the 
AAGEC in consultation with the APAO, the committee of the whole, the chairs of the 
subcommittee, and the Deans and appropriate Chairs/Head/ Directors of the departments 
involved; subcommittee terms are for two years (renewable). 

Dealing with Culture competency requirement for different course prefixes. 

• The committee discussed this issue and a motion was made by John Scott Gray and 2nd by 
Jimmie Joseph to “Reaffirm our position –not to change; still requiring two prefixes through 
Culture to maintain the desired breadth and remain in line with MTA.” 

Overview of data collected in fall 2017 and update on current registrations for spring. 

• 281 registered courses; We received 130 reports ; Many did not report 
• Small sample size; biases are noted given this small sample size 
• We are going to look at demographics 
• The ranges were noted 
• Subcommittees takes with looking at rubrics 
• Cliff will write 9 reports that will be available online and open for dialogue. 







  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arts and Lectures (2018-19 Season) 

Day Date Event/Artist 

Monday 10/08/2018 Frankenstein 

Thursday 11/01/2018 Kittel & Co. 

Thursday 02/07/2019 Esera Tuaolo 

Thursday 03/21/2019 Ethos Percussion Group 



 

 
 

     
 

 
 

        

    

 

 
  

  

     

  

 

      

           

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

          

     

 

 
      

 

    

      

 
 

       
 

 
 

Academic Senate Report 
International Education Committee 

February 6, 2018 

Meeting day/time/place: Second Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in IRC 134 

Action Items 

• Discussed the need/desire for additional committee members. 

• Clarified the scope of the committee’s charge and discussed possible expansion of the committee’s 

role. 
• Revised International Educator Award materials for 2018  

1. Award Process 
o Changed from :Publication of Results 

“The Committee will insure that the Office of Academic Affairs posts on its Academic Affairs 
Awards website a summary of the achievements of the annual Award Recipient. 

o Changed to: Publication of Results on the Academic Affairs Awards Website 
“The Committee will prepare and forward a summary of the achievements of the annual 

Award Recipient to the Office of Academic Affairs, which will post it on its Academic Affairs 
Awards website.  The Committee may use previous years’ winners’ summaries as a model for 

the current winner’s summary.  Current links are found here: 

https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/Events/AAawards/index.htm 

https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/Events/AAawards/Archives/index.h 
tm 

2. Evaluation Rubric 

o Academic Senate Secretary will provide the nominees with a copy of the revised rubric when 
she emails them the Nominee Information Request Letter. 

• Award Winner’s Letter 

o Changed format to match the Award Runner Up Letter 

• Award Runner Up Letter 
o This will be issued ONLY by the Provost’s Office. 

Upcoming discussions 

Conversation on how IEC can engage with the Strategic planning process a request for consideration from 
Piram Prakasam 

https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/Events/AAawards/Archives/index.h
https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/Events/AAawards/index.htm


 

 
 

       
 

   
   

     

 

International Education Committee Members 

Scott Cohen (Arts & Sciences), Chair 
Olukemi (Kemi) Fadayomi (Arts and Sciences), Vice Chair 
Jerry Emerick (Business) 
Marty Lier (Education & Human Services) 
Jim Rumpf (Engineering Technology) 
Eric Warner (Arts & Sciences) 
Piram Prakasam, ex‐oficio (Office of International Education) 
Roberta Teahen, ex‐oficio (Provost’s Office) 

Respectfully submitted by Kemi Fadayomi 

















 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

State of Michigan’s School, College and University Fire Safety Rules for the FLITE Building 

Prepared by the Academic Affairs Director of Laboratory Safety 

January 30, 2018 

The University made a conscious decision during the 2002 design process of the FLITE building 
not to request the State Fire Marshal Office to classify this building as an Instructional Building.  
As the result of this decision, the FLITE building cannot be used for routine, mandatory 
instructional purposes. 

The following events, which are not scheduled routinely for mandatory instructional purposes  
may occur: 

1. Faculty-lead library instruction 

2. Non-routine activities on specific topics requiring library instruction studio computers (for 
example SPSS) 

3. Computer-based testing and final exams (such as for Nursing NCLEX exam, ETS Major 
Fields Tests and Blackboard tests/exams) 

If you have any questions contact the Academic Affairs Director of Laboratory Safety, Anne 
Hawkins at 2154. 
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