
Academic Senate 
Agenda for the Meeting of 

September 1, 2015  
UCB 202A 

10:00 - 11:50 a.m.  
 
 
1.   Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
2.   Approval of Minutes  

A.   April 28, 2015 minutes 
 

3.   Open Forum 
 
4.   Reports 

A.   Senate President – Khagendra Thapa 
B.   Senate Vice President – Charles Bacon  
C.   Senate Secretary – Melinda Isler 
 

5.   Committee Reports  
A.    University Curriculum Committee – Kemi Fadayomi 
B.    General Education Task Force – Clifton Franklund  
C.    Student Government – Wayne Bursano  
 

6.   New Business 
 A.   Community Studies Minor (Closure) – Fadayomi  
 B.   Human Development Minor (Closure) – Fadayomi 
 C.   Academic Interdisciplinary Collaboration Task Force – Piercey  
 
7.   Announcements  
   
 A.   FSU President - David Eisler       
 B.   Provost – Paul Blake  
 C.   Senate President – Khagendra Thapa   
 
8.   Open Forum 
 
9.   Adjournment  
 



Minutes 
Ferris State University 

Academic Senate Meeting  
University Center 202B 

April 28, 2015 – 10 a.m. session  
University Center 202C 

 
Members in Attendance: ALSPACH, BACON, C., BACON, M., BAJOR, BALANDA, BARAN, BERGHOEF, BRANDLY, BRECKEN, 
DAKKURI, DAUBERT, DINARDO, DRAKE, FADAYOMI, FAGERMAN, FOX, HARLAN, ING, ISLER, JENEROU, KLATT, MOORE, 
PIERCEY, POTTER, RICHMOND, RUMPF, THAPA, TODD, WAGENHEIM, WANCOUR, YOWTZ 
Members absent with cause:  
Members absent:  Baker, Griffin, Groves, Hanna, Marion, Siahpush, Tower 
Ex Officio and Guests:Damari, Kalinowski, Nicol, Reifert, Schult, Teahen, Vasieck, Lopez, Waters, Zimmerman, Zyla, 
Simmer, Liszewski, Cotter, VanderMyde, Foulk, Lewis, Breitenwischer 

 
1. President Khagendra Thapa opened the meeting at 10:07 a.m. 
2. Approval of Minutes. 

   Senator Alspach moved to approve the March 2015 minutes. Ing seconded. Motion passed. 

3. Open Forum 
A. In response to Senate recommendations, Matt Wagenheim announced that updates to the 

dates and deadlines to the APRC process have been updated and the process for programs 
that are accredited by external agencies 

B.  Sandy Alspach announced Men’s Tennis team Championship and update on fundraisers 
($1,000 for Special Olympics at Red out) 
 4. Officer Reports 

A. President Khagendra Thapa discussed the success of the Senate Reception that occurred 
last Thursday. 

B. Vice-President Bacon had nothing to report at this time. 
C. Secretary Dinardo had nothing to report. 

5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   6.  

Committee Reports 
A. Kemi Fadayomi- University Curriculum Committee reviewed her end-of-year report. 90 proposals 

were reviewed. 96% passed. 2% held and 2% withdrew. She believes that the faculty is active at making 
changes to the curriculum- updating it to make it relevant. She highlighted the lack of communication 
between departments within FSU. Committee attendance has been an issue in the past and she stressed the 
importance of the service the committee provides to the University. 

B. Clifton Franklund, General Education Task Force: was not present 
C. Student Government Representative former President Andrew Kalinowski discussed the final report 

and reviewed successes over the last year. Waynee Bursano won for President but was not able to attend 
this meeting because he is studying abroad. New goals are to increase diversity. Student Govt. meetings for 
Fall have not been set yet.  
 

A. Kemi Fadayomi motioned to removal of the desktop minor. Baran seconded. The motion passed. 
B. Kemi Fadayomi motioned to approve the BS in Respiratory Education. Dinardo seconded. The motion 

passed. 
C. Mike Berghoef and Charles Bacon suggested an Ad-hoc Committee to review current academic policies 

and procedures at Ferris and create updated academic policies and procedures for study abroad for Ferris.  
A report will be given in the Fall semester 2015. Ideally, members who are involved in the Ad-Hoc 
Committee will also be involved in the study abroad program. Melinda Isler asked if he had any idea who 
would do it?  He named multiple people and entities he had in mind.  

D. Bacon motioned to approve the mission statement for the library and historical archival committee. 
Piercey supported. The statement on the website are not current with the changing information world. 
Motion passed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
    

 
 
 

7-8. Announcements and Open Forum 
A. President Eisler was absent from the meeting. 
B. Interim Provost Paul Blake had no comments.  
C. Open Forum: 

 Meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Dinardo 
Secretary 
 



     
              Minutes 

Ferris State University 
Academic Senate Meeting 

University Center 202C 

11:00 a.m. session 

April 28, 2015 

 
Members in Attendance: Alspach, Bacon, C., Bacon, M., Bajor, Balanda, Baran, Berghoef, Bright, Cronk, Daubert, Dinarda, 
Drake, Epps, Fadayomi, Fagerman, Foulk, Fox, Gray, Hanna, Isler, Jenerou, Klatt, Lewis, Mattis, Peircey, Richmond, Rumpf, 
Saihpush, Thapa, Todd, Wagenheim, Wancour, Zimmer, Zyla 
Members absent with cause: Hancock 
Members absent:  Briggs 
Ex Officio and Guests:Teahen 

 

1. Senate Elections Committee Chair Chuck Drake called the meeting to order at 11:02 am. 

2. Open Forum 
Use of clickers to vote reviewed by Sen. Amy Dinardo. 

3. Election of President 
 

Senator Wagenheim moved to nominate Senator Todd as President. Senator Berghoef seconded. Senator 
Bacon moved to nominate Senator Thapa as president. Senator Brecken seconded. Both candidates accepted their 
nomination. Senator Thapa was elected. 

4. Election of Vice President 
 

Senator Thapa moved to nominate Senator Bacon. Senator Brecken seconded. Senator Bacon accepted the 
nomination.  No other candidates were nominated. Senator Bacon was elected.  

5. Election of Secretary 
 
Senator Dinardo moved to nominate Senator Melinda Isler as secretary. Secretary Piercey seconded. Senator 
Isler accepted the nomination. Senator Isler was elected. 

6. Election of 3 At-Large members 
 
Senator Piercey was nominated by Senator Brecken. Senator Wancour was nominated by Senator Bacon. Senator 
Dinardo was nominated by Senator Piercey. Senator Cook was nominated by Senator Thapa. All candidates 
accepted their nominations and spoke briefly.  Senators Piercey, Wancour, and Dinardo were elected. 

 
 Meeting was adjourned at 11:40am 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Amy Dinardo  

Secretary



 























The Health Promotion Committee has met and Mike Berghoef has submitted the following motion for 
the Senate: 
 
"Upon recommendation of the current 2014/2015 Academic Senate Health Promotion Committee, I 
move that a Task Force be created by the Senate Executive Committee to report out at the Fall 2015 
Senate Retreat, with the goal of reformulating the Health Promotions Committee for the 2015/2016 
academic year, as an university committee with broader university wide stakeholder membership, 
rather than as an Academic Senate committee comprised of mainly appointed faculty members, as 
described in the Health Promotion Committee's  3/16/15 status update.  
 



















Academic Interdisciplinary Collaboration Task Force 

The Ferris State University Academic Senate authorizes the creation of a task force for the 
purpose of: 

1. Crafting a definition of academic interdisciplinary collaboration that fits Ferris State 
University and the strategic plan; 

2. Identifying the benefits of academic interdisciplinary collaboration; 
3. Identifying obstacles to academic interdisciplinary collaboration at Ferris State 

University; and 
4. Crafting a set of recommendations to increase instances of and opportunities for 

academic interdisciplinary collaboration.  

The task force will be chaired by a member of the Academic Senate and will include, but will not 
be limited to: 

(a) at least one faculty member from each college (besides the chair);  
(b) at least one representative from the Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning; 
(c) at least one member of the administration who is either a college Dean, an Associate 

Provost, the Provost, or the Vice President for Diversity of Inclusion; 
(d) at least one member of the Ferris Faculty Association executive board; and 
(e) at least one faculty member with experience teaching with learning communities. 

The task force will report to the Senate at the August retreat in Fall 2016 and present a draft of 
recommendations to the Academic Senate for comment at the December 2016 meeting. A final 
draft of the recommendations will be presented to the Senate for approval at or prior to the 
first April, 2017 meeting. The task force will also report to and solicit comments from the Ferris 
Strategic Planning and Academic Resource Council in a time frame convenient for that 
organization.  The task force will be authorized to meet with and seek comments from any 
other stakeholders that they identify as relevant.  

Rationale: 

Collaboration is one of Ferris’ core values. The current Ferris strategic plan states that “We 
provide the best support to our students when our cross-campus partnerships allow us to be 
innovative, efficient, and cost-effective.  We see a future Ferris with sensible partnerships 
among our campuses and colleges as an effective way to inform each other of these 
partnerships and the resource-sharing operations happening across our University” (emphasis 
in original).  There are many examples of successful academic interdisciplinary collaborative 
projects that have yielded benefits to students, such as interdisciplinary programs and courses 
that were developed by interdisciplinary teams. 

Despite our commitment to collaboration, there remain obstacles.  For example, competition 
for student credit hours creates disincentives to interdisciplinary collaboration.  Load 
calculations may make collaboration in the form of team-teaching or linked courses a challenge.  



Faculty are very busy and may not have sufficient incentives to engage in interdisciplinary work.  
Even when interdisciplinary projects are successful, they can be difficult to sustain. 

In order to improve the opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration, we must identify these 
obstacles and examine how we can remove or reduce obstacles in a way that maximizes the 
benefits to students while minimizing costs or other adverse impacts to the Ferris community.  
This is the charge to the task force. 

Examples of academic interdisciplinary collaboration include the following when faculty from 
more than one different discipline are involved: 

• team teaching 
• linked classes 

There are many other possible examples, and so part of the charge of this task-force is to 
generate a definition that will fit our needs. 

 



Faculty Research Committee  

Chair: Nicholas Kuiper  

2014-15 Final Report  

  

The committee met regularly throughout the year. The first set of business was revising the guidelines 
for applicants and finalizing the start of a 2-cycle set of applications for Fall and Spring. Minor changes 
were made to the guidelines including limitations on the types of travel that will be funding within the 
Faculty Research Grants.  

In the Fall, 2014 semester, the committee reviewed nine applications and recommended funding four of 
those proposals.  In the Spring, 2015 semester, the committee received two proposals and 
recommended partially funding one proposal.  

The committee also met and reviewed the Student Research Fellowship applications and awarded funds 
to 12 candidates.   

The committee looks forward to reconvening in the fall.   
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