
Academic Senate 
Agenda for the Meeting of 

April 29, 2014
IRC 120 

10:00 - 11:00 am Session 

1.   Call to Order and Roll Call 

2.   Approval of Minutes  
A.   April 1, 2014 minutes 

3.   Open Forum 

4.   Reports 
A.   Senate President – Khagendra Thapa 
B.   Senate Vice President – David Marion
C.   Senate Secretary – Melinda Isler 

5.   Committee Reports  
A.    University Curriculum Committee – Sandy Alspach 
B.    General Education Task Force – Clifton Franklund
C.    Student Government – Andrew Kalinowski  

6.   New Business 
 A.  New Degree – Master of Public Health – S. Alspach  
 B.  Student Life Committee Motions – Gary Moore II 
  1. Provide permanent shuttle bus of our students  
  2. Specific language related to class cancellation due to wind chill levels 
  3. Endorsement of the Student Athlete Grade Check Form 
 C. Program Advisory Committee Task Force Recommendations – Nicol/De Regnier

7.   Announcements  

 A.   FSU President - David Eisler       
 B.   Provost – Fritz Erickson 
 C.   Senate President – Khagendra Thapa   

8.   Open Forum 

9.   Adjournment  



Academic Senate 
Agenda for the Meeting 

April 29, 2014 
IRC 120

11:00 -11:50 am Session 

1.  Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Open Forum 

3.  New Business  

A. Election of Officers for 2014-2015 Academic Year – Senator Bacon 

4.        Open Forum    

5.        Adjournment  



 

  Minutes 
Ferris State University  

Academic Senate Meeting 
IRC 120 

April 1, 2014 
 
Members in Attendance:  Alspach, Amey, Bacon, C., Berghoef, Boncher, Bajor, Cook, Dakkuri, Dinardo, Drake, Fox, 
Griffin, Groves, Hanna, Harlan, Ing, Isler, Klatt, Marion, Piercey, Potter, Richmond, Rumpf, Schmidt, Thapa, Todd, 
Tower, Wancour, Bacon, M.  
Members absent with cause:  Baker, Brandly, Yowtz 
Members absent: Abbasabdi, Barnes, Jenerou, Jiao, Nagel, Nazar  
Ex Officio and Guests:  Adeyanju, Durst, Eisler, Garrison, Heck, Kurtz, Nicol, Teahen, Kalinowski, Wagenheim, 
Reifert, Dawson 
1. President Khagendra Thapa  opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.  

 
2. Approval of Minutes. 

    Senator Ing moved to approve the March 4, 2014 minutes Senator Alspach seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

3. Open Forum 
A. Senator Alspach noted that Mr. Mickey Wittman would be discussing the role of the Goodyear blimp in 

sports casting.   
  

4. Officer Reports 
A. President Thapa encouraged attendance at the April 3, Senate-Faculty reception in the optometry lobby.  

Faculty who have served more than 35 years would also be recognized. 
B. Vice-President Marion had no report.  
C. Secretary Isler had no report. 

   
5. Committee Reports. 

A. UCC chair Alspach gave a brief report.  
B. Student Government President Andrew Kalinowski encouraged Senators to participate in the Big Event 

on April 12th.  Upcoming events also include the election of a new Senate Government president (there 
are two candidates this year) 

C. General Education Task Force Chair Fed Heck said he continues to transition with Cliff Franklund the 
incoming coordinator.  This may be his last senate meeting reporting 

D. Senate Elections Report. Charles Bacon gave the Senate Elections report.  There is no nominee for the 
vacation Retention and Student Success unit and a runoff election in Pharmacy between Baran and 
Boncher. 

 
6A 3 Credit Certificate Overlap w/Major and Manor 

Senator Alspach moved to remove this from the table.  Seconded by Senator Marion.  Senator Hanna asked for a 
restatement of the motion.  Senator Alspach said that as the information asked for by the UCC was unable to be 
obtained by the meeting date that the motion should be referred to the UCC for a report back in the fall. Susan 
Wancour, Chair of the Academic Policy and Standards Committee, said she was fine with this.  Senator Dakkuri 
made a motion to refer the issue to UCC.  Senator Marion seconded.  Senator Schmidt noted he originally tabled 
the motion to get opinion from his college and he now has that.  Certificates often unintentionally lead to a degree 
program and this rule could be a barrier to enrolment.  Senator Hanna asked when the motion would be returned.  
Senator Dakkuri amended the motion to have a report at the retreat and vote in September.  Motion to refer 
passed. 
 
  

6B. 20 Day response for Form Bs. 
Senator Alspach moved to reconsider the motion to extend the Form B consultation time to 20 business days as 
passed by the Senate at their March meeting. Seconded by Senator Dakkuri.  As a supporter of the original 
motion, UCC chair Alspach noted that after further investigation it is found that implementing this measure 
would greatly impact the effectiveness and efficiency of the Senate.  Senator Boncher noted that there were good 
rationale for supporting this measure and it could lead to more informed discussions.  Alspach said this resulted in 



 

part from the meeting choices of a college curriculum committee instead of a policy.  Senator Ing noted 
difficulties in receiving responses which has led to a delay in a vote for materials sent to the University 
Professional and Graduate Council.  Senator Drake said in part the rule to pass materials forward is to avoid 
pocket vetos.  Senator Alspach said this did not happen often and could be dealt with.  The motion to reconsider 
passed.  The motion was defeated with 1 abstention. 
 

7A. ISI Minor. 
Senator Alspach moved to approve the program.  Senator Griffin seconded.  Senator Hanna asked how this 
applied to the recently approved policy limited the number of classes as 3 to overlap with a major.  Are these 3 
new courses outside of the existing program structure?   Senator Schmidt asked if the 7 credit overlap meant that 
this major was not intended for current majors?  Senator Alspach said this minor was not intended for the current 
majors.  Senator Hanna also asked about the course prerequisites.  The motion passed with one no vote and one 
abstention. 
 

7B Approval of Academic Policy Review Manual  
Moved by Vice-President Marion. Seconded by Senator Todd.  APRC chair Matt Wagenheim noted this has been 
a work in progress for the past two years.  He noted that the point of program was to receive the information and 
not a prescribed format to follow.  Some of the language relates to the decision to allow submission of outside 
accreditation reports.  There was also language cleanup.  Senator Marion noted that these changes were long 
overdue.  Senator Todd said he support the proposal but referred to page 40 where it recommends smaller 
programs receive adequate help to respond to need for information.  Motion passed with 3 abstentions. 
 

7C. Motion to approve an Academic Amnesty Policy. 
Senator Bacon moved to approve adopt an Academic Amnesty Policy.  Seconded by Senator Wancour.  Senator 
Bacon explained that this is a policy in many university that allows 12-24 academic credits to be erased and help to 
allow a student with personal issues.  Senator Potter asked if this was only academic behavior and Senator Bacon 
said yes.  President Eisler said his previous employer Weber State University had such a policy. Senator Dinardo 
asked about the benefits- Senator Bacon said it could increase opportunities to get into programs with strict 
requirements.  Senator Marion said it would provide fresh start.  Senator Alspach made a motion to refer to the 
Academic Standards and Policy Committee- seconded by Senator Wancour.   The motion to refer passed with 1 
no vote and 1 abstention. 

8. Announcements 
A. President Eisler noted upcoming events including Employee Service Day on April 23, the Big Event on 

April 12 and Money Smart Week (April 11-18).  The Michigan Legislature are working toward a budget 
agreement following their return from spring break.   The MSPERS cap has been supported at the 
Higher Education budget chair.  He also will not be at the later meeting but thanked the Senators for all 
they do.   

B. Provost Erickson said the strategic plan is up on the website and announced the summer research student 
scholarships.  Senator Rumpf asked if sabbaticals have been officially announced.  Provost Erickson said 
he thought so but would check.   

C. President Thapa had no report.  
 

9. Open Forum 
A. Senator Griffin noted a Fulbright speaker on April 10th.   
B. Dean Garrison, FLITE, thanked those for participating in the author recognition ceremony. 
C. Senator Schmidt noted that the Sigma Alpha Chi chapter had one international recognition and has placed 

in the highest category 6 times in the past 10 years.   
D. Senator Cook noted the Athletic Advisory Committee was seeking new members and they needed to meet 

certain requirements.  
E. Senator Alspach noted the Special Olympics was on April 23 

 
10. Senator Griffin moved to close the meeting at 11:0 a.m.  Senator Dinardo seconded. Motion passed. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melinda Isler 
Secretary 
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Bold Indicates Senate Executive Committee Member 22-Apr-14 

ACADEMIC SENATORS 2014-2015 
 

 College/Unit Last Name First Name Office Ext. Committee Assignment 
1.  Allied Health Barnes Barbara (1)  VFS 307 2256 Health Promotions Committee 
2.   Harlan  Kathleen  (1) VFS 210 2287 Arts and Lectures Committee 
3.   Wancour Susan (2)  VFS 312 2398 Senate Executive Committee/Policy & Standards 
4.  Arts & Sciences Alspach  Sandra (1) JOH 127 2779 UCC/Athletic Advisory Committee  
5.   Berghoef  Michael (1) ASC 2108 2765 Past President Gen Ed Task Force  
6.   Griffin  Richard (1) ASC 2094 2761 International Education 
7.   Piercey Victor  (1) ASC 2021 2823 University Curriculum Committee  
8.   Bacon  Charles  (1) ASC 3019 2586 Student Life Committee 
9.   Groves Randy  (1) JOH 119 2771 Senate Diversity Committee 
10.   Klatt Paul (2) ASC 2004 2671 Faculty Research Committee 
11.   Balanda  Peter (2)  ASC 3012 5870  
12.   Daubert Daisy (2) ASC 2012 2554 Professional Development Committee   
13.   Fadayomi  Kemi (2)  ASC 2009  5628 University Curriculum Committee 
14.  Business Marion  David (1)  IRC 212R 3164 Senate Vice President  
15.   Fagerman  Anita (2)  IRC 212K 3162 Graduate and Professional Council  
16.   Bajor Larry (1)  IRC 212B 3153  
17.   Tower Spence (1) IRC 212L 3163 EMAT 
18.   Brandly  Mark (1) BUS 200 2433 Athletic Advisory Committee 
19.  Counselors/ Richmond Christopher (2)  BHC 210  5968 Faculty Research Committee 
20.  Librarians Isler  Melinda (1)  FLT 358 3731 Senate Secretary/University Grad & Professional Council  
21.  Education Ing Liza (1) BIS 410 5362 University Graduate and Professional Council  
22.   Wagenheim  Matt (2) BIS 612  2670 Academic Program Review Council  
23.  Optometry  Jenerou Alison  (1) MCO 231 2179 Athletic Advisory Committee 
24.   Dinardo Amy (2)  MCO 231 2202 Senate Executive Committee/Distinguished Teacher  
25.  Non-tenure Track Inst.  

Faculty (Fall Election) 
Fox Bernadette (1) ASC 3025 2522 Arts and Lectures Committee  

26.   Bacon  Mary (1) ASC 3019 2586  
27.  Pharmacy Baran  Rose (2) PHR G 616-643-1134 Student Life Committee 
28.   Dakkuri Adnan (1) PHR 105 2240 Senate Executive Committee  
29.   Potter  Gregg  (1) PHR 105 2241 Professional Development Committee  
30.  Technology Drake  Chuck (2)  SWN 405 2788  
31.   Hanna David (2)  GRN 227  2680 Distinguished Teacher Committee   
32.   Rumpf Jim  (1) SWN 108  3591 Arts and Lectures Committee 
33.   Thapa Khagendra (1) SWN 314 2672 Senate President  
34.   Todd Gareth (2)  JOH 309 5041 Academic Program Review Council  
35.   Siahpush Ali (2)  JOH 418  2062 Professional Development Committee  
36.  University College  Yowtz Marie (1)  STR 321 3640 Senate Health Promotion Committee 
37.   Barnett Gloria (2)  ASC 1032 2842 Arts and Lectures Committee 
38.  C of Prof. & Tec. Studies  Brecken  Don (2)  FSU-GR  616-451-4777  
39.   Baker David (1) FSU-GR 616 643-5722  

 



Athletic Advisory Committee  
Report to the Senate for 2013-2014 
 
 
Members: [see list at the end of this report] 
 
 
Accomplishments: 
 
The committee met in October, November, January, February, March, April, and May. 
 
Faculty liaisons to intercollegiate sports were assigned. 
 
The Athletics Department created a space on the Athletics website for information about the Athletic 
Advisory Committee and the faculty liaisons. See:  
http://www.ferrisstatebulldogs.com/information/athleticadvisorycommittee 
 
The Academic Senate approved a motion to have new committee members appointed at the end of the 
Spring semester. This will allow the committee to function more effectively with fall sports. 
 
The committee reviewed the Division I and Division II Compliance Manuals. 
 
A revised grade check form was created and distributed to the coaches. The new form contains a FERPA 
consent form so faculty can be comfortable releasing grade information to coaches. This revised form 
was presented to the Student Life Committee and received their endorsement as well. 
 
The committee agreed that the excused absence form will be modified to let faculty know that they can 
contact the Athletics Department to confirm that a student qualified for the excused absence. 
 
The committee produced a list of responsibilities for committee members, including specific 
responsibilities for community members. 
 
 
Ongoing work: 
 
The committee discussed academic support for student athletes. 
 
The committee discussed ways to make it easier for coaches and Athletics Department staff to monitor 
student athletes’ academic performance and began to discuss connecting coaches or Athletics 
Department staff to student athletes through MapWorks. 
 
The committee is working on a schedule for review of Athletics Department reports and documents. 
 
The committee continues to look at how committee membership can be constructed to best support the 
work of the committee. 
 
The committee continues to search for solutions to the problems student athletes face in registering for 
the courses and sections they need, while still being free for scheduled practice times. 



Athletic Advisory Committee 
2013-2014 Membership List 
 
 
Voting Members: 
 
Sandy Alspach, Faculty, Arts & Sciences 
Steve Amey, Faculty, Education & Human Services 
Jason Binkley, Student, SAAC 
Leanne Boehm, Student, SAAC 
Mark Brandly, Faculty, Senate Seat 
Nicolas Campau, Administrative Representative 
Teresa Cook, Faculty, Business (secretary) 
Tracy Glentz, Faculty, Health Professions 
Travis Hill, Student, Student Government 
Alison Jenerou, Faculty, Optometry 
Kristie LeSage, Student, SAAC 
Megan Moore, Student, Student Government 
Terry Nerbonne, Faculty, FAR 
Emily Robison, Alumni/Community Member 
Fran Rosen, Faculty, FLITE (chair) 
Nick Schieble, Alumni/Community Member 
Sam Stark, Student, SAAC 
Lee Templin, Faculty, Engineering Technology (vice chair) 
Michael Wade, Administrative Representative 
Chris Westerkamp, Faculty, Arts & Sciences (At Large) 
Toni Windquist, Faculty, Health Professions (representing RSS) 
 
 
Ex-Officio Members: 
 
Sara Higley, Compliance Coordinator and Senior Women’s Administrator 
Jeff Stewart, Coordinator of Athletic Eligibility 
Perk Weisenberger, Athletics Director 
 



As serving members of the student life committee for the 2013-2014 academic year, it is our 
duty to define and recommend to the Academic Senate institutional policy as it affects our 
student population. Listed below are our recommendations and rationale for policy 
considerations that can be helpful at providing additional guidance, in regards to student life, for 
those charged with the task of advancing institutional policy at Ferris State University. 
Recommendations for the Academic Senate institutional policy as it affects our students include: 

Providing a permanent shuttle bus for our student population as part of the master plan 
Consideration for specific language related to canceling of classes for temperatures 
and/or wind chill levels below a certain level 
Endorsement of the student Athlete Grade Check Form 

Shuttle Bus 
During the 2013-14 academic year, the University partnered with Dial-A-Ride to provide a 
temporary shuttle bus system on campus as a convenience for students during the closure of the 
University Center. On average, 6,600 students ride the shuttle monthly. In the Facilities Master 
Plan for the Big Rapids Campus, the “grand vision” of the University is to have all academic 
buildings in one area and residential villages surrounding that area. This may increase the 
walking distance for some students and it is likely that many students would choose to take 
advantage of the shuttle bus. Students with physical disabilities may particularly want to use a 
shuttle bus, though they are not the only population that would benefit from this service. The 
Student Life Committee is recommending that the University consider implementing a 
permanent shuttle bus system. 

Closing for Temperature 
Many students on the Big Rapids campus have a ten minute walk between buildings on campus. 
According to the National Weather Service, a human face exposed to wind chill temperatures of 
-32 or colder is in danger of frostbite. The Student Life Committee is recommending that the 
inclement weather policy for the University include specific language addressing wind chill 
temperatures of -32 or colder.  For further information, please follow the following link listed 
below: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/windchill/

Student Athlete Grade Check Form 
The academic success of our students is imperative for the continued success of our students here 
at Ferris State University. The student athlete grade check form is designed to help ensure that 
our student athletes are excelling in the area of academics. This grade check form creates a 
uniform approach at tracking the progress of all our student athletes, regardless of the sport in 
which they participate. First and foremost, it is understood that the responsibility for eligibility of 
our athletes to participate lies solely in the hands of the individual student. However, the addition 
and implementation of a student athlete grade check form will help coaches more readily and 
effortlessly consider the eligibility of each of their numerous players.  

Thank you for your time and consideration into these matters,  

The Student Life Committee 







































































































































Final Report – Program Advisory Committee Task Force Report 
 

March 28, 2014 
 
To: Academic Senate, Ferris State University 
From: Program Advisory Committee Task Force 
Re: Recommendations 
 
Program Advisory Committee Task Force Charge: 

This task force will examine the role of an advisory committee in the direction of 
individual programs.  It will review existing structures and determine whether or 
not a university-wide policy would be appropriate. 
 

The committee met several times to address the charge. Our aim was to determine 
which programs have an active advisory committee and to try to understand the extent 
of the committee’s involvement in each program.   
 
We created a short questionnaire (attached) that was distributed to the programs with 
active advisory committees.  The results can be summarized as follows:  
 

1. If a program is accredited, it will have an advisory committee of varying 
numbers of members. 

2. Some accrediting agencies suggest the composition of the committee 
membership and may include an expected minimum term of membership. 

3. Activities of the committees vary from minimum involvement to actively 
assisting in program development, review of student portfolios, indicating 
hiring trends, etc. 

4. Committees meet at least one time per year, with many meeting twice. 
 

Based on the questionnaire and discussions, the Program Advisory Committee Task 
Force makes the following recommendations 
 

1. Meetings: An advisory committee should meet on a regular basis, at least 
one time per year, or as directed by their program accrediting agency. 

2. Curriculum: Curriculum decisions are the purview of Ferris State University 
and should not be dictated by the program advisory committee. 

3. Membership: Membership should be kept to a reasonable number (typically 
between 6 and 12, but dependent upon the number of programs an advisory 
board serves and their accrediting agency).  A program may wish to consider 
student representation as well. Faculty may be considered as ex officio, non-
voting members. 

4. Term: The term of service should be no more than 3 years, or as directed by 
their program accrediting agency, but may be renewed. 

5. By-laws: An advisory committee should maintain by-laws. 



Final Report – Program Advisory Committee Task Force Report 
 

6. Other: Other duties of an advisory committee may include suggesting best 
practices of the discipline, evaluating student portfolios, serve as a resource 
for jobs, etc. or other duties as directed by their program accrediting agency. 

7. Handbook: The program should distribute a handbook to each member of 
the advisory committee. See attached example. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Committee member names 
Daniel P deRegnier, Co-Chair 
David Nicol, Co-Chair 
Sandra Balkema 
David Frank 
Debbi Dawson 
Suzanne Miller 
Mathew McNulty 
 
 
Attachments. 


