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Good morning!

Here is a press release about $24,000 in scholarships awarded to 21 Ferris State University students 
majoring in welding-related programs. Questions can be addressed to Sandy Gholston, News Services 
and Social Media Manager, at (231) 591-2021 or sandygholston@ferris.edu. 
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View the release online here: http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/archive/2013/september/welding.htm 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sept. 25, 2013

Ferris Welding Engineering Technology Students Awarded $24,000 in Scholarships

BIG RAPIDS – The American Welding Society Detroit Section awarded more than $24,000 in 
scholarships to 21 Ferris State University students majoring in Welding Technology and Welding 
Engineering Technology. The students were recognized at the society’s annual Student Awards Night on 
Thursday, Sept. 12 at Washtenaw Community College in Ann Arbor.

The AWS Detroit Section has contributed more than $525,000 in scholarships to Ferris WET students 
since 1986.

“We appreciate all the support that the American Welding Society Detroit Section has given our students 
throughout the years,” said Jeff Hardesty, coordinator and associate professor of the university’s Welding 
Engineering Technology Program.

To be eligible for the scholarship, students were required to submit an application along with their 
transcript and a letter that included their background, goals and ambitions.

The AWS Detroit Section awards the one-year scholarships to students pursuing an associate or 
bachelor’s degree in welding-related fields as a way to ensure the future of manufacturing in the United 
States, according to its website: http://www.awsdetroit.org/

Ferris recipients of the 2013 AWS Detroit Section scholarships are:

Isira Abeyagunawardana, senior, Columbo, Sri Lanka

Charles Adams, junior, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Bradley Bills, sophomore, Frankenmuth, Mich.

Zachary Bolyard, senior, Romulus, Mich.

Jacob Bortscheller, freshman, Dubuque, Iowa

Phillip Brown, junior, Hudsonville, Mich.



Zackery Brown, senior, Leakesville, Miss.

Jonathan Carney, sophomore, Big Rapids, Mich.

Kyle Christensen, sophomore, Midland, Mich.

Steven Davis, sophomore, Davison, Mich.

Jessie Delgado, sophomore, Hart, Mich.

Jason Fields, senior, Midland, Mich.

Justin Greene, junior, Midland, Mich.

Cassandra Harper, freshman, Bitely, Mich.

Ryan Kannengieter, junior, Paw Paw, Mich.

Blake Parks, senior, Douglas, Wyo.

Brian Pearch, junior, Ida, Mich.

Lyle Pompa, sophomore, Taylor, Mich.

Joshua Ward, junior, Jackson, Mich.

Grant Johnson, junior, Kankakee, Ill.

Nathan Vanderhoof, senior, Reed City, Mich.

Established in 1984, Ferris State’s nationally recognized Welding Engineering Technology program is 
one of the largest of its kind in the United States. The program is designed to produce graduates who are 
directly involved in the implementation of welding processes.

For more information on the Welding Engineering Technology Program, visit 
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/technolo/design-mfg/welding/homepage.htm.
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