Women Golfers Ties for Second at National NCAA Tourney

The Ferris State women’s golf team recorded the highest placing ever for a Bulldog women’s athletics team with their second-place tying performance at the 2004 NCAA Division II Women's Golf Championships, which took place May 12-15 in Longwood, Fla.

The Bulldogs, under fifth-year head coach Brad Bedortha, fired a team total 314 (+26) in final-round action at the par-72 The Legacy Club at Alaqua Lakes course for a four-round 1,264-stroke total (+112). Florida Southern tied Ferris after shooting 318 (+30) in the final round. Rollins (Fla.) defended its national title by leading from start to finish with a first-place 1,196 total (+44).

The team headed into national fresh from winning its NCAA-II East Regional Tournament, which Ferris State hosted at Katke Golf Course in Big Rapids.  The Bulldogs took the regional title with a three-round 963, which is the second-best 54-hole total in school history, besting top-seeded Grand Valley State University by two strokes.

At the national tourney, sophomore Casey McKinnon led Ferris with a 311 total (81-77-79-74) to finish in a two-way tie for 10th place individually.

Tying for 12th place was freshman Heidi Aittama, who compiled a four-round 312 total (76-78-78-80). Sophomore Elena Robles finished 21st place with 318 (74-78-80-86) while senior Ellie Saladin's 328 (Ellie Saladin 83-83-83-79) earned her a 32nd place tie. Junior Meredith Johnson claimed a tie for 42nd place by shooting 334 (85-85-83-81), which included a personal tourney-best round in the final 18 holes.

“To finish second in the national from where started at the beginning of the season says a lot about the dedication of our players and the work they put into making themselves better to be able to compete at the highest level,” said Coach Brad Bedortha.

In their fourth national tournament appearance, the Bulldogs bested their previous high of fourth place at the 1992 NCAA-II Championships. The team’s second-place tying effort also surpassed the third-place national tourney finish made by the 1998 Bulldog softball team.
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Caption: Sophomore Casey McKinnon paced the Bulldogs at the NCAA-II national tournament, finishing strong with a two-over-par 74 on the final day.

