Harris Named VPAA            

Michael Harris, associate provost and professor of Political Science from Eastern Michigan University, is Ferris State’s new vice president for Academic Affairs. 

Harris was selected from among five finalists who were chosen from a national search. In announcing Harris’ appointment Ferris President David Eisler said, “Dr. Harris brings to Ferris State University a very strong academic background and experiences that fit precisely with many of our institutional needs.”

In accepting the position, Harris said, “I’m delighted and honored to have been chosen as Ferris’ chief academic affairs officer. There is a tremendous sense of energy and potential for growth at Ferris, and I’m absolutely thrilled to be a part of that.”

Most of Harris’ career in higher education has been spent at Eastern Michigan University where he has been a faculty member and head of the Political Science department, undergraduate studies coordinator and most recently associate provost. He also has taught at Tel-Aviv University in Israel and Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. 

Harris has authored three books and published widely on the topics of leadership, budgeting, public policy and public administration. He also is a political commentator for radio and television.

Prior to entering higher education in 1993, Harris spent 19 years in leadership positions in the fields of marketing, finance, agriculture and the furniture industry in Israel and the United States. He also spent four years in the Israeli Defense Forces where he held the rank of major.

Harris received his Ph.D. in Public Policy from Indiana University, his master’s degree from Tel-Aviv University and his undergraduate degree in Economics and Business Administration from Israel’s Bar-Ilan University. He is a graduate of the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s Management Development program.

Harris and his wife, Tal, have three boys ages 15, 17 and 22. 
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Caption: New Vice President for Academic Affairs Michael Harris comes to Ferris from Eastern Michigan University.

