Ferris Athletics and Lions Club Plan Holiday Classic

Inaugural event to include four men’s basketball squads
Ferris State’s Athletics Department and the Big Rapids chapter of the Lions Club International, have announced plans to host the first-ever Lions Club Holiday Basketball Classic. The inaugural event is slated for Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 20-21, at Jim Wink Arena.

The classic will feature four NCAA Division II men’s contests involving two schools each from the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and the Great Lakes Valley Conference. In addition to the host Bulldogs, the field will include fellow GLIAC member Wayne State University, along with Southern Indiana and Indianapolis of the GLVC. WSU and Indianapolis will tangle in the tournament opener on Monday, Dec. 20, at 5:30 p.m., while the Bulldogs battle USI in the 7:30 p.m. nightcap. On Tuesday, Dec. 21, WSU and USI tip off at 5:30 p.m., with Ferris and Indianapolis squaring off in the 7:30 p.m. finale.

“The Lions Club of Big Rapids and the Athletics Department have created an outstanding partnership over the past few years,” said Athletics Director Tom Kirinovic. “This tournament is a continuation of that arrangement and will benefit many shareholders in the Big Rapids and surrounding community.”

Local Lions Club members and the Athletics Department will be selling tickets to area clubs for $2 apiece in blocks of 25. General admission tickets will also be available and can be obtained by calling the Athletics Department at (231) 591-2860. Individual ticket prices are $5 per person per night or a family package of five tickets can be purchased for $20 per night.

The Bulldogs claimed the 2003-04 GLIAC North Division championship with a 14-4 division mark under second-year Head Coach Bill Sall. The squad won only one league game the season before Sall arrived in 2001-02.

With 10 league titles, Ferris State has won more GLIAC championships than any other member.

