Smith Named FPW Woman of the Year


The Ferris Professional Women named Professor of Communication Donna Smith their Woman of the Year at their annual luncheon last April 15 at the Rankin Center on the Big Rapids campus.

The award was given “To honor her work to foster women’s participation in all areas of academe, her forward-thinking professionalism, and the seamless integration of academic expertise into teaching, service, and scholarship at the University.”


Smith has been a faculty member at Ferris since 1990.  Prior to joining the University she was a federal grants writer for the Center for Urban Studies at Wayne State University, and a producer and talk show host for TV 9&10 of Cadillac and Traverse City.


In addition to her teaching responsibilities at Ferris State, she has acted as a mentor to new Communication faculty members, produced videos of campus services for incoming students and done consulting work through the University’s Center for Professional and Corporate Development on such topics as conflict resolution, leadership and mentoring.
She also has conducted other communication seminars on team building, public speech and related topics for a number of organizations including the State of Michigan, the Cooperative Extension Service of Michigan State University and the Michigan Education Association.

Smith gave a speech entitled “The Lowering of the Hurdles” at the FPW annual graduation breakfast honoring graduating senior women.


“The hurdles that women have to face have been lowered but not eliminated,” said Smith.  “My hope is that the young women graduating now will face even fewer obstacles in the future.”

Caption: FPW Woman of the Year Donna Smith (L) receives her award from last year’s recipient, Lee Ann Westman.

