Pilgrim Named Ferris’ Distinguished Teacher

David Pilgrim, professor of Social Sciences, has been selected to receive Ferris State’s Distinguished Teacher Award.  Pilgrim was chosen from a group of 10 nominees for the honor.

            “David consistently maintains an open, student-centered classroom environment, is thoughtful and reflective regarding his well-organized lessons and is expert at immersing his students in the class content,” said Karen Norman, chair of the award.  “He is committed to the success of his students, to continually improve his teaching skills and to Ferris State University.”

            The selection was the result of the award committee’s year-long efforts, which included classroom visits, administration and evaluation of hundreds of students surveys and evaluating nominees’ essays and curriculum vitaes.

            “I am honored and humbled because Ferris State University has many top-flight teachers who care deeply about their students,” Pilgrim said.

Pilgrim is the primary donor and curator of the University’s Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia. He has been widely quoted by such national media outlets as the New York Times, Boston Globe, Los Angeles Times and National Public Radio concerning issues of race and culture. Also, he is beginning work on the Sarah Baartman Room, which will be devoted to understanding historical and contemporary sexism.

            In addition to his teaching duties, Pilgrim also is a consultant to Public Museum of Grand Rapids’ Ethnic History Exhibit and has been elected to the Board of Directors of the Michigan Museums Association.  Pilgrim holds a B.A. in Sociology from Jarvis Christian College, and a master’s and Ph.D. in Sociology from The Ohio State University.  He has taught at Ferris since 1990.
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Professor of Social Sciences and Jim Crow Museum curator David Pilgrim received Ferris State’s Distinguished Teacher Award.

